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ID OER19/1 

First Name Angelika 

Surname  Kyriak 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I seek amendments to the proposed name 

My submission is: 

There is no spring on the reserve and according to information from informed sources, the "spring" 

referenced by the proposers of the name is located elsewhere in Opua. It would be a matter of 

respect, if, for once, this history of Walls Bay were recorded on the basis of facts. However, it does 

not particularly matter to me if the reserve is named "Waipua" as long as the name "Walls Bay" is 

also acknowledge. Perhaps: Waipua Reserve at Walls Bay." 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Those who honour the reserve would do well to acknowledge each other's view and show mutual 

respect. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

Name and signpost the reserve as: Waipuna Reserve at Walls Bay, or Waipuna Reserve (Walls Bay) 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/2 

First Name Don 

Surname  Jansen 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

This is to advise of my complete agreement in the naming of the reserve on Richardson Street Opua 

as the Waipuna Reserve . 

The reasons for my submission are: 

No response provided 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/3 

First Name Richard & Ann 

Surname  Green 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

That the proposed name of Waipuna be adopted as the legal name for the reserve 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Waipuna is the original name of the bay where the reserve is located. Presumably that name 

predates European settlement in the area and hence it should become the formal name 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

That the proposed name of Waipuna be adopted as the legal name for the reserve 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/4 

First Name Myra 

Surname  Larcombe 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

The reserve should remain Walls Bay Esplanade Reserve as per the notice placed by the FNDC by 

removed illegally. The next bay north is Lemon's Bay - does Council intend altering that as well? This 

process is a waste of ratepayers money. The people instigating this should be liable for costs, not 

ratepayers. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Walls Bay has never been known as Waipuna. Waipuna is an open spring up the gully from Baffin St. 

An underground spring at the junction of Belcher/Richardson St fed into a stream that ran down the 

North side of Wall's Bay to the sea. Now destroyed by the present boat yard owner. Information 

recorded by the late Riri Maihi Kawiti states: Whe, the oldest son of Hieamaru, lived at Opua and 

mentions the head of an enemy warrior being thrown into the spring named Waipuna. This can only 

refer to the spring in the valley on the Southern side of Puketiti. If you view the two springs, it is 

obvious. FNDC states that Ngati Manu are Kaitiaki of this land. I disagree. Please refer original deed 

of sale 17 January 1831. Ngati Manu did not have title to land on the Opua side of the Kawakawa 

River (OLC658-689). Riri Maihi Kawiti's diary records that Ngati Hine have Tribal and Territorial 

interests in Opua Lands. The background provided by Andy Finch and Kathryn Trewin is incorrect. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

Retain the name Wall's Bay Esplanade Reserve. I have already supplied FNDC with the recreational 

value that resulted in the OPUA CWI building changing sheds and toilet across the bridge opposite 

the Opua Hall to benefit the number of families coming by train to enjoy picnics and swimming, 

especially at Wall's Bay. 

Additional Supporting Information Attached 
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Walls  Bay re-naming.                   My Submission is :-. 

The name “Wall’s Bay esplanade reserve” was perfectly acceptable to Council as per the Walls Bay 

Management plan 2012 although  the background history was altered illegally by some-one in the 

FNDC in 2014 -  despite repeated requests for information on this act no-one at the FNDC has 

replied.   A notice placed by the FNDC but removed illegally by the boatyard also claimed this bay to 

be “Walls Bay Esplanade Reserve”. No action was taken by Council to rectify this.    The next bay 

north is Lemon’s bay – does Council intend altering that as well?  This process is a waste of 

Ratepayer money.  The reason for altering the name to Waipuna is based on totally false 

information.   I have already forwarded the history of Opua and area to the FNDC, Councilors and 

Community Board members and cannot understand why this process is continuing. The people 

instigating this should be liable for costs – not ratepayers. 

My reasons are:-   Walls Bay has never been known as Waipuna.   Waipuna is an open spring in the 

gully up from Baffin Street.   An underground spring at the junction of Belcher/Richardson St’s, fed 

into a stream that ran down the north side of Walls Bay - now destroyed by the present boatyard 

owner. 

Information recorded by the late Riri Maihi Kawiti states :- Whe, the eldest son of Hineamaru, lived 

at Opua and mentions the head of an enemy warrior being thrown into the spring named Waipuna. 

This can only refer to the spring in the valley on the southern side of Puketiti.   If you view the two 

springs –this is obvious.           FNDC states that Ngati Manu are kaitiaki of this land.   I disagree.   

Pease refer original deed of sale 17 January 1831.   Ngati Manu did not have title to land on the 

Opua side of the Kawakawa River. (OLC 658-689.)           Riri Maihi Kawiti’s dairy records that Ngati 

Hine has dominant tribal and territorial interest in Opua lands.   Why has the history I forwarded 

been ignored? 

 Background. 1)  supplied by Andy Finch and Kathryn Trewin is incorrect and based on false  

information.   

Back in 1994 the FNDC permitted the sale of reserve land above Beechey Street that had been 

developed into an attractive reserve despite strong protest from the public.   The last coastal reserve 

left in Opua.    Now is the time to preserve in it’s entirely the whole of the Esplanade Reserve in 

Walls Bay. 

 I have already supplied FNDC with the recreational value that resulted in the Opua CWI building 

changing sheds and toilet across the bridge opposite the Opua Hall to benefit the number of families 

coming by train to enjoy picnics and swimming – especially at Walls Bay. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is:-   

Acknowledge the wrongs of FNDC and name the Bay “Opua Esplanade Reserve” and place a notice  

in a prominent position accordingly. 

Myra Larcombe.   

29/8/2019. 

OER19/4
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ID OER19/5 

First Name David 

Surname  Thompson 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

No response provided 

The reasons for my submission are: 

No response provided 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/6 

First Name Douglas 

Surname  Schmuck 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I seek amendments to the proposed name 

My submission is: 

Hopua 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Very appropriate in connection with the water body in the area. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

This decision is directly connected with a review of the RMP. 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/7 

First Name Dr Brian 

Surname  Hepburn 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

No response provided 

The reasons for my submission are: 

No response provided 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/8 

First Name Gail 

Surname  Thompson 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

No response provided 

The reasons for my submission are: 

No response provided 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/9 

First Name Gillian 

Surname  Simpson 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

No response provided 

The reasons for my submission are: 

No response provided 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/10 

First Name Tom 

Surname  Nankivell 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

No response provided 

The reasons for my submission are: 

No response provided 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/11 

First Name Colleen 

Surname  Nankivell 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

No response provided 

The reasons for my submission are: 

No response provided 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/12 

First Name Joan 

Surname  Hepburn 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

No response provided 

The reasons for my submission are: 

No response provided 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/13 

First Name Anonymous 

Surname  Submitter 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

I don't know enough about the motive to call it Waipuna. I'm not really against it being called 

Waipuna but I think it has always been known as Walls Bay so why not just make that the official 

name. Thank you. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

As above 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

Call it Walls Bay, or explain why it should be changed. There needs to be a strong 

reason/significance to change it to Waipuna. 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/14 

First Name Wayne 

Surname  Taylor 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

That it should be named Richardson street reserve. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

To have it named Richardson Street Reserve would stop any confusion as to where it is situated. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 



 

 

 
Opua Esplanade Reserve 2019 

Submissions 

 

ID OER19/15 

First Name Robyn 

Surname  George 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

That the reserve should not be named Waipuna Reserve 

The reasons for my submission are: 

1) As a permanent resident of Richardson St and neighbour of the reserve I have a genuin interest in 

the name. My family and I use the reserve many times a week. 2) I have not been able to determine 

any definition of the proposed name Waipuna that relates directly to the reserve area. Nor does it 

appear to have any tribal connection to, or reflect any history of the area, unlike the name it is 

commonly referred to, Walls Bay Reserve. 3) Other Hapu are proposing alternative names and these 

should be given consideration 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

I support the naming of the reserve as the Opua Esplanade Reserve. The reserve is a natural 

extension of the Opua Basin, and it is logical to name it accordingly. This also will make it easily 

recognisable and locatable to both visitors and locals. 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/16 

First Name Darren 

Surname  Crawford 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

I support the bay to be named it's or name Waipuna as per Iwi wishes 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Because it's the respectful and accurate thing to do 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

To name the bay Waipuna 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/17 

First Name Kevin & Jan 

Surname  Burnell 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

We submit that the esplanade reserve on Richardson St, Opua should be named Waipuna Reserve 

in keeping with appropriate historical and cultural references and context. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

We submit that the esplanade reserve on Richardson St, Opua should be named Waipuna Reserve 

in keeping with appropriate historical and cultural references and context. Our reasons are as 

follows: the local Ngati Manu people have recommended the name Waipuna Reserve. There is no 

more significant cultural or historical reason to give the reserve any other name and therefore we 

fully support the recommendation. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

the decision we wish the Community Board and Council to make is "THAT the esplanade reserve 

located on Richardson Street Opua be formally named Waipuna Reserve". 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/18 

First Name Jillian 

Surname  Kearney 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I seek amendments to the proposed name 

My submission is: 

OPUA ESPLANADE RESERVE would be my preferred suggestion for the legal name of this reserve. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

With regard to the proposed name: I understand there is disagreement among iwi connected with 

this area over this, and a strong argument that WAIPUNA relates to a different area entirely. Ngati 

Manu are given as the sole source for the proposal, being described as kaitiaki for this land - but I 

am told they are not listed on the 1831 sale agreement relating to it, which at the very least 

suggests the testimony of those iwi who are on the agreement should be taken into account if 

future objections are not to arise. As the name is associated with a specific incident in Maori 

history, it would be an embarrassing blunder all round to incorrectly attribute the name to the 

wrong area. Other objections are: there is no longer a spring in this area; the name is not unique, 

there being other WAIPUNAs; and the name is unfamiliar to most locals, even those who have lived 

here the longest. It is one thing for a new name to be seen as an imposition, but for it to be an 

unjustifiable or controversial one serves nobody's interests. The name OPUA ESPLANADE RESERVE 

by contrast incontrovertibly applies to the reserve, would be familiar to all, and would have the 

additional benefit of instantly drawing attention to the recreational assets of the local area. While it 

is impossible for me to comment on what all those with mana whenua might prefer more 

specifically (that information being not yet available on this page), I would consider the more 

general name OPUA likely to be popular with Maori and non-Maori alike. It is familiar, historically 

resonant in both English and Te Reo, and ensures continuity in a small but proud community. For 

these reasons, I support the reserve being officially named the OPUA ESPLANADE RESERVE. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

TO RENAME THE RESERVE THE "OPUA ESPLANADE RESERVE" (provided this accords with all those 

exercising mana whenua) 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/19 

First Name Dell 

Surname  Coyte 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

Do not think "Waipuna" is appropriate. I think it should be called Opua Esplanade Reserve. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Many locals are unaware that this is a PUBLIC RESERVE. Needs good signage, picnic table and seats, 

so that the locals feel free to use it and not be intimidated by the person(s) using the boat yard - 

thinking it is private property - which it is not! 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

Get the reserve named and make it very clear it is a public reserve - NOT a private property. 

Additional Supporting Information No 



 

 

 
Opua Esplanade Reserve 2019 

Submissions 

 

ID OER19/20 

First Name Anthony 

Surname  Atkinson 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

Waipuna is incorrect. Most definitely the wrong choice. The esplanade reserve at Walls Bay should 

be named and a sign be promptly erected indicated the Opua Esplanade Reserve. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

I am seeing an end to this ill-thought process, which has only been initiated by the promptings of a 

selfish, malign person in Opua who wants to have exclusive use of the esplanade. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

Name the esplanade reserve at Walls Bay Opua Esplanade Reserve. 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/21 

First Name Douglas 

Surname  Dysart 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

The proposed name by Ngati Manu indicates along with that of many other submitters they do not 

understand the history of this area. Waipuna relates to a swamp several kilometres away alongside 

the Industrial Estate. Their participation is unjustified, questionable and misleading, having never 

owned the land. I propose the name OPUA ESPLANADE RESERVE 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Opua Esplanade Reserve :- 1- Provides a Maori identity and should satisfy the requirements of WAI 

49. 2- It relates to a specific locality in NZ. 3- It identifies with enabling the public to enjoy 

recreational use of the esplanade reserve and the adjacent sea. 4- It identifies conservation values. 

5- It is not controversial. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

Inform the public immediately it is a reserve by erecting a temporary generic RESERVE  sign until a 

formal OPUA ESPLANADE RESERVE  one is in place. This needs to be in place before summer. 

Demand that the Boatyard sign is taken off the reserve immediately and erected within its own 

boundary. FNDC administration needs to be held accountable and stopped from wasting ratepayers 

money any further. This started off as the frivolous whim of a resentful, disgruntled person. 

Management failed to deal positively and responsibly with the knowledge on hand and with proof 

that there was a connection between the boatyard and the removal of the previous reserve sign. 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/22 

First Name Mike 

Surname  Rashbrooke 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

Either Hopua Esplanade Reserve or Opua Esplanade Reserve. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Waipuna is the name of the area on the Kawakawa River, now behind the Marine Industrial Estate. 

Any European name, like Stewarts, Walls, Leeds, Tubini or Schmuck reserve would not be suitable 

or appropriate. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

I have attached copies of letters to the Northland Age and a brief history of Walls Bay from Myra 

Larcombe, QSO. 

Additional Supporting Information Attached 
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ID OER19/23 

First Name David 

Surname  Taylor 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

To keep the reserve name as Walls 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Respect the history and family the park is named after. In my view it is not a good enough reason to 

change the name by a few locals who think it's fashionable. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is to retain the current name. 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/24 

First Name Kathryn 

Surname  Taylor 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

I fully support the proposed restorative name of Waipuna Reserve. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Historically it is the correct name. When a place has had an event and is subsequently called a name 

in respect of that event it needs to be upheld. ( To me,this is applicable when no other previous 

name was in place). From the history you state, the place was named Waipuna from such an event. 

To my mind, it is simply the rightful course of action. I am aware that there was probably no 

Reserve in the name, but the Reserve status is a current definition of an area that is recognised by 

Ngati Manu. All good! 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is to honour the name "Waipuna Reserve" and 

for it to stand alone. 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/25 

First Name Henry 

Surname  Nissen 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

That further research of the name "Waipuna" needs to be undertaken before a naming of the 

esplanade reserve is considered. I would consider supporting a name such as "Opua Esplanade 

Reserve" which in fact is what this reserve. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Having a clear understanding of the past history of this esplanade reserve and the constant 

degradation of same over many years I think it is imperative that the reserve has a sign explaining 

that it is in fact an esplanade reserve and not an area of neglected land and that it might be part of 

the adjoining boat yard. Carefully consider whether a change from "Wall's Bay" is warranted - I 

think not - save the ratepayers some of their hard earned money. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/26 

First Name William 

Surname  Kearney 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I oppose the proposed name 

My submission is: 

I agree whole-heartedly with the submission of Mr. Dysart (submission OER19/21), and with all of 

his reasons, that the legal name of the Reserve should be Opua Esplanade Reserve. There is some 

reason,as yet unknown, for the approach articulated by Myra Larcombe - that the name "Waipuna" 

is wholly wrong and relates to a different spring ,that Ngati Manu were not the kaitaki of this land - 

not being awarded any consideration. I specifically accept and endorse the history of Myra 

Larcombe, as set out out in her submission (OER19/4). I would wish to add to my letter, Myra 

Larcombe's letter showing the history of the Reserve, sent as an attachment to her email to you. I 

support that, entirely. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

No response provided 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

No response provided 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/27 

First Name Terence 

Surname  Bennett 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

A good name for a local reserve. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

Like the Maori name. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

Name this reserve Waipuna Reserve, meaning Spring of Water. 

Additional Supporting Information No 
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ID OER19/28 

First Name Margaret 

Surname  Bennett 

Do you support the name proposed 

(Waipuna) for the esplanade reserve 

located in Richardson Street, Opua? 

I support the proposed name 

My submission is: 

to name this reserve Waipuna Reserve. 

The reasons for my submission are: 

I believe a Maori name "spring of water" to be culturally sensitive and very appropriate for the 

reserve. 

The decision I wish the Community Board to make is: 

Name reserve Waipuna Reserve 

Additional Supporting Information No 

 




