




2019 NZ Stand Up Paddleboard National Race Championships + Northland Schools Champs 

 

Following on from our success in organising the extremely successful  ‘Triple Crown’ paddleboard race 

events over the past few years, we set our sights even higher for this year, and put in a bid to host the 

Stand Up Paddleboard National Championships here in the Bay of Islands.  And to our great delight, our 

bid was accepted.  

 

So, over the weekend of 13-14 April 2019, many hundreds of stand up paddleboarders from all over NZ 

and the South Pacific will be converging on the Bay of Islands for a weekend of stand up paddleboard 

racing.  

 

As well as attracting the top athletes, the event will be very much about participation, with classes and 

prizes for all ages and types of equipment (including normal all-round family paddleboards and inflatable 

paddleboards), along with fun prizes for best fancy dress etc.  Just like the half marathon, 90% of the 

participants in the races will be there for fun, rather than any serious attempt to win it. And of course there 

are lots of spot prizes to be won, for everyone who completes the course.  

 

As we will have all the infrastructure (ie courses, rescue boats etc) and a large crew of volunteers 

assembled, we have chosen to up the ante still further, and will also be running the 2019 Northland 

Region Secondary Schools SUP Championships alongside the National event, on the Saturday, thus 

giving the Northland youngsters the chance to see the very best NZ racers in action alongside their own 

event.  This will be the  first ever (in New Zealand) regional schools stand up paddleboard championships 

and is a fully sanctioned Northland Secondary Schools Sports Association event. 

 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS FOR THE AREA 

As stand up paddleboarding is very family oriented, most competitors will be bringing their families with 

them, and making a holiday of it. The event schedule has deliberately been set to allow a lot of free time for 

participants to explore and enjoy other activities that the Bay of Islands has to offer, and the specific timing 

of the event on the first weekend of the Easter school holidays will hopefully encourage many participants 

to stay longer. Overall, the event should bring a significant cash boost to the local economy at this shoulder 

season time, as well as showcasing what the area has to offer.  

 

The event features a number of different distance races, including a 4km race which is targeted very much 

at the recreational paddler. (4km is about half an hour of paddling, well within the scope of any 

paddleboarder).   It is hoped that many local paddlers will enter, simply to be part of it. It would be great to 

really show what we can do up here in Northland, and just get as many paddlers onto the water as 

possible.  

 

FUNDING 

Very much along the lines of the Triple Crown events we will be relying solely on volunteers, and thus the 

overheads can be kept relatively low. Barfoot and Thompsons have once again offered to assist with the 

promotion and advertising of the event, which is a great help. Local businesses are assisting with spot 

prizes. Our aim is to keep the entry fees as low as possible, to allow maximum participation. The money 

gained from the entry fees will cover the costs of the medals and trophies.  

 

However, there are a few other expenses which we will have to cover, as detailed on the accompanying 

spreadsheet, leaving us with a current shortfall of around $3000 between (anticipated) income, and 

expenditure. We can of course raise the entry fees, and we will continue to seek further sponsorship. 

Nevertheless, any support that FNDC can provide would be hugely appreciated.   If the turnout is greater 

than our worst-case predictions there will be more money in the pot also, but we would prefer to spend this 

on more spot prizes and promotion, to ensure everyone has the best possible time and really wants to 

come back for future events. (Which will hopefully be easier to raise more sponsorship for also, once the 

event is a ‘proven concept’!) 





Expenditure Item amount Total Cost Amount Requested 
Rent/Venue Hire n/a   $0 $0 

Advertising/Promotion Photography/videography $1,000 
 

  

  Social Media/FB boosts $200 $2,200 covered by 

  signage $500 
 

B & T Sponsorship 

  advertising $500     

Facilitator/Professional 
Fees MC? $300   covered by B & T sponsorship 

  St Johns Ambulance $336 
 

$336 

  NZSUP Levy $2,000 $2,636 covered by entry fees 

Administration   $200 $200 covered by entry fees 

Equipment Hire radios and PA/mic $462     

  extra toilets $280 $2,042 $2,042 

  
   

  

  marquee hire $1,300     

Equipment Purchase n/a   $0 $0 

Utilities n/a   $0 $0 

Hardware n/a   $0 $0 

Consumables race numbers $200 $3,200 covered by B & T sponsorship 

  trophies and medals $3,000   covered by B & T sponsorship 

Refreshments n/a   $0 $0 

Travel n/a   $0 $0 

Volunteer Expenses rescue boat fuel & costs $800 $1,600 covered by B & T sponsorship 

    $800 
 

covered by entry fees 

Wages n/a   $0   

Volunteer Value 160 hrs $3,200 $3,200   

Other liability insurance $350 $850 covered by entry fees 

  band $500   covered by B & T sponsorship 

  
TOTALS $15,928 $2,378 

  

ACTUAL 
COSTS $12,728 (- volunteer value) 

     EVENT INCOME         

  B & T sponsorship $7,000 
 

  

  Entry Fees $3,500 (this is worst case scenario) 

     

 

Summary of items we 
are requesting FNDC 

assistance in funding: 
   

 
Extra portaloos $280 

  

 

Hire of Radios and PA 
system $462 

  

 
Hire of marquee $1,300 

  

 

St Johns Ambulance 
Cover $336 

  

 
Total $2,378 

  

     

 

Assistance with any or all 
of these would be hugely 

appreciated.  
     










