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 “Tu Tangata”

To: Far North District Council

Re: Letter of Support for the Maintenance of the Maraeroa Sports Complex Grounds

Tēnā koutou,
I am writing on behalf of Horeke School to express our strong support for the Maraeroa 
Sports Complex and their request for assistance from the Far North District Council with the 
mowing and ongoing maintenance of their sports grounds.

As the Principal of Horeke School, I can speak directly about the importance of having safe 
and accessible sporting facilities available within our rural community.

Unfortunately, our school field is frequently boggy, uneven and unsuitable for many 
sporting activities. At times, its condition means that we cannot safely use it for physical 
education, athletics or organised sports. For a small rural school, access to an alternative 
field is therefore extremely valuable.

Our school has been fortunate to be able to use community sporting grounds, including the 
field at Te Rangatahi Marae, for activities such as athletics, touch rugby and other sporting 
events. We greatly appreciate the manaakitanga shown by our local community in making 
these facilities available to our tamariki.

Access to well-maintained grounds such as the Maraeroa Sports Complex provides 
opportunities that our school would otherwise struggle to offer. A safe and usable field 
allows our tamariki to participate in sports such as touch rugby, athletics, softball and 
other team games, as well as regular physical education and fitness activities.

These opportunities are about much more than simply playing sport. Participation in sport 
supports the hauora of our tamariki, including their physical health, confidence, resilience 

Principal:  Darron Tawhai – Gillies
 

Phone: (09) 4019 612

Email:  admin@horeke.school.nz



Kaikohe-Hokianga Community Board Meeting Attachments - Minutes 30 September 2026 

 

Item   - Attachment 1 -   Page 4 

 

and emotional wellbeing. Team sports also teach important skills and values such as 
cooperation, perseverance, communication, leadership, fair play and manaakitanga.

Community sporting facilities can also strengthen the relationship between schools, 
whānau and the wider community. We have welcomed college students to work with and 
take sporting lessons with our pupils. Experiences such as these allow younger tamariki to 
learn alongside positive older role models and strengthen connections across our 
community.
For rural communities such as ours, maintaining accessible sporting facilities is particularly 
important. Our tamariki should have opportunities to participate in sport and physical 
activity regardless of the size or location of their school. When school facilities are limited, 
community facilities become an essential part of providing those opportunities.

For these reasons, Horeke School strongly supports the Maraeroa Sports Complex in 
seeking assistance from the Far North District Council with mowing and maintaining the 
grounds. Council support would help ensure that this valuable community asset remains 
safe, accessible and available for tamariki, rangatahi, whānau, schools and community 
groups.
Investment in maintaining these grounds is ultimately an investment in the health, 
wellbeing and future of our young people and our wider community.

Horeke School greatly values the support that our community provides to our tamariki, and 
we would welcome the Council's assistance in helping ensure facilities such as the 
Maraeroa Sports Complex can continue to provide these important opportunities.
Ngā mihi nui,
Darron 
Tawhai-Gillies

Principal
Horeke School
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