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Far North District Council Community Outcomes are as follows: 

Outcome 1 Outcome 2 Outcome 3 Outcome 4 Outcome 5 
Communities that 
are healthy, safe, 
connected and 
sustainable 

Connected and 
engaged 
communities 
prepared for the 
unexpected 

Proud, vibrant 
communities 

Prosperous 
communities 
supported by a 
sustainable 
economy 

A wisely-managed 
and treasured 
environment that 
recognises the 
special role of 
tangata whenua as 
kaitiaki 

 
 
Meetings Attended 

 

Date Priority Meeting Comments 

21 May 26 1,2,3,4,5 Community tour of Kororāreka Russell with 
Jo Alexander to explain some of the issues 
being experienced. 

Will reciprocate Kerikeri tour in 
July.  

26 May 26 1,2 Met with community Mother re improved 
safety signage around Russell School and 
discussed new signs for new Daycare. 

RFS to be raised, which I will 
monitor.  

27 May 26 1,2,3,4,5 Combined Community Board workshop to  
work on CB Accord.  

 

27 May 26 1,3,5 Site visit to Taupō Bay to look at Reserve, 
steps and beachfront. 

Significant dune erosion which 
needs addressing.  

28 May 26 1,2,3,4,5 Brad Olsen Infometrics Budget briefing Zoom.  

29 May 26 1,2,3,4,5 Discussion with Kahika Tepania re 
Community Board submission to Local 
Government restructure 

Teams  

4 June 26 1,2,3,4,5 Bay of Islands Whangaroa Community 
Board meeting  

Turner Centre, Kerikeri.  

5 June 26 1,2,3,4,5 CBEC Hui face to Face to plan out strategy 
for coming year.  

LGNZ Wellington 

9 June 26 1,2,3,4,5 LGNZ briefing – what are Regional Council 
functions 

Zoom.  

10 June 26 1,2,3,4,5 Local Government Reforms headstart 
process briefing 

Kaikohe Chambers 



12 June 26 1, 3,4 Final Russell Roading Working Group 
meeting before consultation  

Kororāreka Marae. 

13 June 26 1,2,3,4,5 Monthly article for Russell Lights |Ngā 
Mārama. Cass Street layout for 
consultation.  

 

16 June 26 1,3,5 Meeting with local oyster farmer regarding 
ongoing concerns over sewage spill into 
the Bay resulting in farm closure 

 

16 June 26 1,2,4 Resilient Russell Hui, updated Trustees 
about Community Board matters 

Zoom 

17 June 26 1,3 Ōpua Hall AGM. Grateful trees have been 
removed.  

 

20 May  – 
16 June 

1,2,3, 4,5 Views 67K↑102.3% | Visits 851 ↑ 52% | 
Page Followers 3,104 (3,108) | New follows 
12 | Items posted 15.  

Local Government Restructuring 
(9.9K) Community Board meeting 
(8.1K) Community board meeting 
results (7.9K) Local Government 
Restructure reminder (7.3K) 
Accessibility Advocate Group. 
(3.4K) 

 
Other Community Issues 
 

Issue name  Comment  

Ōpua Town Hall land 
1, 2, 

We have now had trees removed from the site by the Community Services 
team. Thank you. The issue of the slip still needs to be addressed and a 
temporary block as been put in place while a permanent solution is sorted.  

Russell Sports Field 
#1, 3,4 

Russell Sports field still requires work to address the drainage and sewage 
issues. There is a Parliamentarians Rugby Game, The Rumble in Russell on 26-
27 June. The event will host a variety of VIPs, including over 20 central 
government politicians in town for the weekend. This was RFS 4263727 
lodged on 5/8/25 which has been closed.  

Trimming Pohutukawa 
trees on Cass Street  
#1, 3,4 

Community Services have been in touch with the Property owner to plan an 
arborist assessment with a view to trimming the trees which are 
contaminating water supply to the building. It will be done next financial year.  

Implementing the 
Placemaking resolution 
#1, 3,4 

Community consultation for the Parking/road Bylaw and any feedback to be 
carried out last week in June with the work being carried out in November.  

Ongoing sewage spills 
from Russell Treatment 
Plant.  
#3,5 

Russell Treatment Plant into Matauwhi and Orongo Bays. Ecoli Discovery has 
been picked up by MPI causing immediate shutdown of all the oyster farms in 
the vicinity. There have been 3 separate 30-day shutdown imposed on the 
Oyster Farmers since the beginning of the year. A two-year upgrade consent 
for its Russell plant to mitigate sewage spills into Matauwhi and Orongo Bays 
expired on the 1st March 2026, but the problem remains. Cr Stratford is 
investigating.  



Speed limit reduction 
implementation  #1 

The community is continuously asking me when we will have our speed limit 
reduction implanted. This been 14 years since this change was requested, and 
there is extreme frustration to see speed limits changed down and up in 
Kerikeri, whereas our requests for changes have been ignored. The 
consultation work has been done, the plan has been presented to Council. I 
am now advised this will be tabled in the July Council meeting.  

Community petition re 
placement of Tsunami 
siren. #2 

The Tsunami siren, which spoils the public amenity also has significant 
erosion under the site where tree roots have been eroded by the sea. We 
have now had an idea of the cost for moving Tsunami siren. I have advised 
there is no Council budget for this work.  

Rawhiti Road #1, 2  Keeping this on the list to maintain focus. Cr Harawira visited 9/12/25 to see 
the two areas which need sealing, around 6kms in total.  

Maromaku Toilet #1, 3 No update.  

 
Requests for Service (RFS)    
 
RFS 
number  Date Comment   

REQ-79335 15/04/26 Request for update on wrap for Ōpua public toilets. 

4296523 13/4/26 Kororāreka WWTP Consent Conditions and sewage spills 

4296027 30/3/26 Question about access restrictions on private footpath 

4285091 
4287917 

27/1/26 
12/2/26 

Parry St Slip behind Opua Hall. Work to remove trees has taken place. Slip 
still needs to be addressed.  

4291453 
4281148 

16/02/26 Stormwater drains blocked in Cass Street. Waters team have checked and 
confirmed a push camera was used from the catchpit outlet to inspect the 
line. We attempted to clear the blockage using rods but were unsuccessful 
due to heavy tree‑root intrusion and built‑up debris. The pipeline is fully 
obstructed and will require jet‑blasting with a root‑cutting attachment. 
However this is a roading asset, so a new RFS (4291453 has been raised to 
get the roading team to do the work. 

4277900 1/12/25 Escalation from frustrated community member who after 4 years and 
multiple requests for drainage to be cleared at the intersection is 
demanding action. Work scheduled, RFS closed, but not work not actually 
done. Some work is scheduled, but not certain it will do the trick.  

4264290 8/8/25 Proposal to enable Long Beach Coffee Cart to reduce CO2 emissions from 
diesel generator by plugging into adjacent Council Power Supply and 
paying for usage. Pedestrian management plan for work on 12/12/25 and 
LTO for subsoil being put in place. This has gone into a black hole with 
Legal.  

4178870 16/10/2023 Drainage problems leading down to Walls Bay Reserve. Flume needs to be 
replaced, and kerbing and road drainage needs to be fixed. Awaiting site 
visit  



4179412 20/10/2023 Subsidence and slip on Towai Road which also includes main fibre and 
phone connections to the communities. Have had no update on this and it 
doesn’t appear on any reports to the Te Kou Kou Committee or the 
interactive map.  Visited the location 27/3 and it is still dangerous.  

4150811 17/03/2023 Causeway to Russell Boat Club on Matauwhi Road (paper road section) 
needs repairs for safety reason. Now sitting with legal.  

4127193, 
4111164, 
4118337 

01/04/2022 Stormwater and drainage issues at Okiato. Ongoing for over a year now 
with Council stormwater from road flowing down over property. Now 
sitting with Legal.  

 
Other issues 


