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Encroachment 

 
 

Thursday, 9 April 2026  
Time: 10:00 am 
Location: Turner Centre 

43 Cobham Road 
Kerikeri 
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Far North District Council 

Bay of Islands-Whangaroa Community Board Meeting 
will be held in the Turner Centre, 43 Cobham Road, Kerikeri on: 

Thursday 9 April 2026 at 10:00 am 

Te Paeroa Mahi / Order of Business 

7 Ngā Pūrongo / Reports......................................................................................................... 4 
7.6 Taupō Bay Steps Encroachment............................................................................... 4 
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7 NGĀ PŪRONGO / REPORTS 

7.6 TAUPŌ BAY STEPS ENCROACHMENT 

File Number: A5663728 
Author: Ivan Ashby, Manager - Property & Facilities Manager 
Authoriser: Hilary Sumpter, Group Manager - Delivery and Operations  
   

TAKE PŪRONGO / PURPOSE OF THE REPORT  
Approval for formation of a Working Committee to address accessibility on to Taupō Bay beach from 
the reserve area. 

WHAKARĀPOPOTO MATUA / EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
• In March 2026 FNDC Technical Operations staff removed steps from the Reserve areas 

at Taupō Bay, under the delegated authority, for Health &  
Safety reasons plus the steps were encroaching on the reserve. 

• No information was shared with the community prior to the removal. 
• 4 sets of steps were removed, only 1 of which was built by FNDC. 
• The local ratepayers are extremely concerned that the access to the beach is now 

restrictive and that more damage is being done to the dunes without the steps.  
 

TŪTOHUNGA / RECOMMENDATION 

That the Bay of Islands-Whangaroa Community Board: 

a) approve the establishment of a working group to address public accessibility to 
Taupō Bay beach from the reserve in a manner that is safe, compliant, and 
environmentally responsible; and 

b) agree that the working group is to include representatives of the Taupō Bay 
community, elected members of the Bay of Islands–Whangaroa Community Board, 
Far North District Council staff, and be extended by invitation to Northland Regional 
Council; and 

c) confirm that the purpose of the working group is to collaboratively identify and 
recommend appropriate long-term solutions for beach access, balancing 
community needs, public safety, and dune protection. 

 
 
1) TĀHUHU KŌRERO / BACKGROUND 

RFS4272211 – customer (resident of Taupō Bay) contacted Council to raise concerns about two 
newly constructed steps that go from private properties on Marlin Drive onto Taupō Bay foreshore. 
Issue is that these protrude onto the beach by 4 to 5 meters and are going to be very intrusive during 
the summer months when the beach is used by the public. 

Subsequently the four sets of steps at Taupō Bay were removed, under the delegated authority of 
the Technical Operations team.  This was done without consultation with the community. 

A meeting with Taupō Bay ratepayers was held on Tuesday 31st of March on the reserve at the 
beach 
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Taupō Bay Foreshore – Recreation Reserve: 
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Overview: 

There are multiple variations of step structures along the Taupō Bay Foreshore. These have an 
effect on the dune system and public access along the beach. A decision needs to be made about 
the removal of these from the beachfront, keeping in mind that Council also has steps that are 
providing access to the beach. 

The dune systems are a narrow band of sand between the sea and land and in their natural state 
can help to protect land and property from erosion. They are also natural habitats for native insects, 
lizards and birds. More and more dunes are being destroyed or highly modified as part of residential 
development.  This sign is along the Taupō Bay beach front put up by NRC.  
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Council’s steps onto the beach:  
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Private property step structures: 
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