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Kathryn Trewin

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Gerry Paul 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026 2:06 PM Belinda 
Ward; Funding
Cinna Smith
Troy Kingi Show

CAUTION:  This email originated from outside Far North District Council. 
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

Kia ora Belinda and Kathryn, 

I hope you both had a lovely summer break. 

In November 2025, the Turner Centre received $7,000 from the Bay of Islands Whangaroa Community 
Board towards an accessible musical performance with Troy Kingi, to be held the week of Waitangi 
Day 2026. 

I am writing to request the Board's permission to delay with concert until April/May. As part of our 
funding strategy, we sought co-funding from the Ministry for Culture and Heritage. Unfortunately, our 
application was unsuccessful, and notification of their decision was delayed. By the time we learned 
that we did not have this additional funding, it was too close to Christmas to receive confirmation 
from the musicians' management regarding their availability for the February timeframe. 

We would like to request permission to use the Community Board funding to present an accessible 
concert with Troy Kingi in May 2026. While this concert will not be Waitangi-themed, it will still serve 
our local community and achieve the strategic objectives of both the Turner Centre and Far North 
District Council as outlined in the Toi Mana Arts Culture and Heritage Strategy. Specifically, the event 
will: 

 Offer affordable tickets (maintaining our pay-what-you-can model from $5)
 Celebrate local identity and our unique cultural heritage
 Enable broad community participation across demographics
 Celebrate Ngā Toi Māori through featuring a prominent Māori artist

We believe this revised approach will still deliver meaningful cultural value and community 
connection, while being more achievable given the funding and timing constraints we've 
encountered. 

If this modification is not acceptable to the Board, we will of course arrange to return the funding. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please let me know if you require any additional 
information. 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Gerry 

Gerry Paul 
General Manager 
Turner Centre 




