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1. Background

Residents of Okaihau have raised concerns about excessive vehicle speeds along Settlers Way and have
proposed the implementation of speed calming measures. The issue is largely attributed to the long,
straight road geometry, which encourages drivers to maintain or increase speed after turning off State
Highway 1 into the township and also from the southbound approach.

There are two schools situated at the Western end of Settlers Way as shown in Figure 1 — Okaihau
Primary and Okaihau College, immediately opposite one another. The village centre is at the Eastern
end of Settlers Way as shown in Figure 1. Although the posted speed limit through the township is 50
km/h, there are regular reports of vehicles, including motorcycles, travelling in excess of 100 km/h. This
speeding behaviour occurs in both directions along Settlers Way, directly past the schools and village
centre, posing a significant safety risk to students, staff, and the wider community.

Figure 1: Aerial photograph of Okaihau area (LINZ)
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1.1. Nearby Roads

Settlers Way connects to State Highway 1 at the north-eastern end via a gentle, sweeping corner, which
allows vehicles to maintain relatively high entry speeds — often up to around 80 km/h. Within the 50 km/h
zone, there are three small residential streets that intersect with Settlers Way. However, vehicle speeds
on these side streets are not considered problematic and are not a focus for intervention at this stage.

Figure 2: Sweeping road alignment coming off SH1 on to Settlers Way

2. Proposal

There is activity along the road from the township to the primary school, where kids and residents are
seen crossing the roads at various locations between shops and the schools.

The local concerns seem to be mainly centred around the high-speed unimpeded approach to the school
and township more so than localised at the school specifically. While treating the pedestrian crossing at
the school would be beneficial, it comes with significant challenges, especially in tracking and angles for
buses manoeuvring into the bus-bays.

At school finishing, students, teachers and parents cross Settlers Way from both directions. Consistent
with earlier community feedback, students cross the road at various locations rather than using the
designated pedestrian crossing. It was estimated that only around 50-60% of students use the crossing,

with the majority of those being primary school children.
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Teachers were present to assist school children crossing Settlers Way to embark on buses, and the traffic
observed during our site visit was travelling at appropriate speeds. Whilst this was only one visit, based
on our observations it is likely that the schools are meeting their responsibilities to ensure that children
can embark and disembark safely from the school busses and cross the road to their schools.

The main issues with speed and therefore safety are therefore likely to occur at other times- during the
day when children might cross the road if leaving school early or arriving late, and for all road users and
pedestrians using the road at other times through the day and night.

Figure 4: Okaihau college students not using the
crossing correctly
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There is an obvious issue with speeding vehicles throughout the township and school area. To address
this, multiple modular speed platforms would be recommended. Two at the extents of the focus area and
two infill to maintain low speeds. These would span the area of concern to be effective. Four speed
platforms approximately spaced at even locations would significantly improve the environment from a
safety perspective for both road users and pedestrians. Four would cover the area without oversaturating
the area with speed platforms for commuters and heavy vehicles. At around $60,000 per modular speed
platform, a construction cost of $240,000 would be expected, more spread for similar budget compared to
permanent concrete platforms.

The locally based trucking company (Okaihau Transport) is generally supportive of speed calming
measures, recognising the safety benefits for students some of whom may be their own children.
Understanding there may be associated noise generated when trucks pass over the platforms, the
benefits outweigh the negatives and the consensus from the community is they are keen to see this
implemented.

NCC ultimately recommend the installation of four modular/rubber speed platforms along Settlers Way,
without any upgrade or changes to the existing school crossing (see Figure 5). This recommendation is
supported by the local community meeting that took place a week earlier.

7

Figure 5: Suggested speed platform locations along Settlers Way- indicative only (photo from
LINZ)
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