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Waitangi week Calendar of Events 
Waitangi Treaty Grounds 2025 V3 

  

SATURDAY 1st FEBRUARY SUNDAY 2nd FEBRUARY MONDAY 3rd FEBRUARY TUESDAY 4th FEBRUARY WEDNESDAY 5th FEBRUARY THURSDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 

4am      Dawn Shuttles Commence  
Time: 4am – 7am  
Location: Waitangi Golf Course – Hobsons 
Memorial loop 

5am Staging, Marquees, Sound and Lighting, Stall Site markings, Warratahs, Ropelines, Chairs, to be picked  
up and installed throughout the week. 

Dawn Ceremony 
Time: 5.00am-6.30am 
Venue: Te Whare Rūnanga, Waitangi 

8.00am   Iwi Chairs Conference Day 2 – Copthorne 
Waitangi  
 
 

Proposed time for WNT Meeting 
Time: 8.00am – 9.45am 
Venue: Learning Centre 
Catering: WL 
Pax: 25 
Breakfast meeting with Governor General 

Pōwhiri for Pacific Island Community  
Time: 8.00am – 9.00am 
Venue: Te Whare Rūnanga 
Catering: WL (Hokianga) 

Flag Raising Ceremony 
Time: 7.30am 

8.30am   Forum Tent 
Time: 9.00am – 
4.00pm  
Venue: Marquee, 
Waitangi Treaty 
Grounds Lower 
Grounds 
Facilitator:  Ngahuia 
Harawira 

Housing Expo 
Venue: Sportsfield 
Waitangi Treaty 
Grounds  
Event Organiser:  
Kaupapa Collective  

Supreme and High Court Judges Hui & Wananga 
Time: 8.30am – 4.30pm 
Venue: Learning Centre 
Catering: WL 
Pax: 60 

Breakfast for Working Staff 
Time: 8.30 – 10.00 
Venue: Tahuaroa 
 

9am Pōwhiri for Iwi Chairs  
 
Time: 9.00am – 10.00am 
Venue: Te Whare Rūnanga 
Catering: Copthorne  
Pax: 120pax 

 Briefing for 
Parliamentary 
Pōwhiri 
Minister Potaka 
to brief all 
parties on 
protocols/seating 
Time: 10.00am – 
10.45am 
Venue: Hokianga 

Housing Expo 
Venue: 
Sportsfield 
Waitangi Treaty 
Grounds  
Event 
Organiser:  
Kaupapa 
Collective 

Forum Tent 
Time: 9.00am – 
4.00pm  
Venue: Marquee, 
Waitangi Treaty 
Grounds Lower 
Grounds 
Facilitator:  
Ngahuia Harawira 

Waka Kaupapa TBC 
Waka parade in 
front of Te Tii 
Waitangi Marae 

Forum Tent 
Time: 9.00am – 
4.00pm  
Venue: Marquee, 
Waitangi Treaty 
Grounds Lower 
Grounds 
Facilitator:  Ngahuia 
Harawira 

10am  Pōwhiri for Judiciary, Waitangi Tribunal & 
Diplomatic Corps 
Time: 10.00am – 12.00pm 
Venue: Te Whare Rūnanga 
Catering: WL (Tahuaroa) 
Pax: 60 

Pōwhiri for the Parliamentarians 
Time: 11.00am – 1.00pm 
Venue: Te Whare Rūnanga 
Catering Invited: WL (Tahuaroa) 
Catering Public: Ngāti Hine (Marquee) 

Hikoi Arrives at Te Whare Runanga 
10am TBC 
Church Service 
10am – 12pm 
Te Whare Rūnanga 
Bishop Kito 

11.30am Iwi Chairs Conference Day 1 Pou Tahua – 
Copthorne Waitangi  
 

 

12pm   Te Ope Katua o Aotearoa, Defence Force 
Kapa Haka 
Time: 11.30am 
Venue: Flagstaff/Stage 
 
Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN) Guard 
parades at the Flagstaff 
Time: 11.50am 
Venue: Flagstaff 
 
The Waitangi Day 21 Gun Salute by the 
Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN) fired from 
HMNZS MANAWANUI at the Flagstaff 
Time: 12pm 
Venue: Flagstaff  

1pm Pōwhiri for Governor General 
 
Time: 1.00pm – 3.00pm 
Venue: Te Whare Rūnanga 
Catering: WL (Tahuaroa) 
Pax: TBC 

 Navy Band Rehearsals 
Time: 1:00pm – 2.00pm 
Venue: Upper Grounds 

 

2pm Pōwhiri for Kingitanga 
 
Time: 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
Venue: Te Whare Rūnanga 
Catering Invited: WL (Tahuaroa) 

  

5pm  Iwi Leaders Gala 
Dinner  
 
Time: 6.00pm 
Venue: Te Wharau 
(Marquee)  
Catering: Self – 
Catered WL to 
service bar 
Attending: 250 Pax 

Dinner hosted by 
Chief Justice and 
Secretary for Justice 
 
Time: 5pm – 10pm 
Venue: Tahuaroa  
Catering: WL 
Attending: 120Pax 

Exhibition Opening – Waitangi Tribunal 50th 
Anniversary Exhibition TBC 
 
Time: 6.00pm 
Venue: Te Kongahu Gallery  
Catering: WL 
Attending: 200 Pax 

Beat Retreat and Ceremonial Sunset 
Time: 5.00pm – 5.30pm 
Venue: Treaty Grounds, Waitangi 
Attending: 150 pax 
 

 

6pm   WNT Commemorations Evening Function 
 
Time: 5.30pm onwards 
Venue: Tahuaroa 
Catering: WL 
Attending: 200 Pax 
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7 NGĀ PŪRONGO TAIPITOPITO / INFORMATION REPORTS 

7.1 SIMPSON GRIERSON LEGAL OPINION - MĀORI WARD POLL REQUIREMENTS 

File Number: A4947746 

Author: Marlema Baker, Democracy Advisor 

Authoriser: Aisha Huriwai, Manager - Democracy Services 

TAKE PŪRONGO / PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

That Te Kuaka Te Ao Māori Committee receive the legal opinion provided to Taituarā by Simpson 
Grierson regarding Conduct of Polls of Electors on Division of Electorate into Māori Wards or 
Constituencies and Māori Ward Poll Requirements. 

WHAKARĀPOPOTO MATUA / EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Taituarā sought legal opinion on the legal risks and implications for failing to comply with the Māori 
Ward poll requirements. This was a question asked by many councils. That legal opinion was 
provided to its members including the Far North District Council (FNDC). (attachment a) 

Taituarā also provided legal opinion on whether there would be any reason why a local authority 
(that is required to conduct a poll) could not promote a position on whether or not to retain Māori 
wards or constituencies. (attachment b) 

 TŪTOHUNGA / RECOMMENDATION 

That Te Kuaka – Te Ao Māori Committee receive the Simpson Grierson Legal Opinions 
requested by Taituarā on Conduct of Polls of Electors on Division of Electorate into Māori 
Wards or Constituencies and Māori Ward Poll Requirements. 

TĀHUHU KŌRERO / BACKGROUND 

At the extraordinary Council meeting held 6 September 2024 Council considered Item 5.1 Local 
Government (Electoral Legislation and Māori Wards and Māori Constituencies) Amendment Act and 
resolved as follows: 

RESOLUTION   2024/1 

Moved: Cr Tāmati Rākena 
Seconded: Cr Penetaui Kleskovic 

That Council: 

a) reaffirm its decision previously made on 9 May 2024, alongside Mana Whenua and the community, to
retain the Nga Tai o Tokerau Māori Ward; and

b) conduct a discriminatory binding poll that is being forced on us against our will with the 2025 local
elections on whether Māori Wards will be in place for the 2028 and 2031 local body elections, and

c) direct the CEO to explore the legal implications of the Council not holding a discriminatory
binding poll alongside the 2025 local body elections and report back to our Te Tiriti centric Te
Kuaka - Te Ao Māori Standing Committee by December 2024.

 In Favour: Kahika - Mayor Moko Tepania, Kōwhai - Deputy Mayor Kelly Stratford, and Crs Felicity Foy, 
Hilda Halkyard-Harawira, Babe Kapa, Penetaui Kleskovic, Steve McNally, Mate Radich, 
Tāmati Rākena and John Vujcich 

CARRIED 

This report seeks to deliver on part c) of the resolution by providing the legal opinions requested by 
Taituarā and prepared by Simpson Grierson to the Committee. 
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MATAPAKI ME NGĀ KŌWHIRINGA / DISCUSSION AND NEXT STEPS 

This report is information only. Council’s current course of action achieves legal compliance. Any 
alternative course would call into question Council and the CE’s obligations to maintain legal 
compliance, as per the legal opinion presented by this report. 

PĀNGA PŪTEA ME NGĀ WĀHANGA TAHUA / FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND BUDGETARY 
PROVISION 

The seeking of this advice came at no cost to FNDC. There are no financial implications or budgetary 
provisions in receiving this report. 

ĀPITIHANGA / ATTACHMENTS 

1. Attachment a) Simpson Grierson Legal Opinion: Guidance on the Conduct of Polls for
Māori Wards and Constituencies in 2025 - A4947751

2. Attachment b) Simpson Grierson Legal Opinion: Poll Requirements for Māori Wards -
A4947750
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