
 

At the completion of a project that received community funding, recipients are required, as stated in the 

Community Grant Policy, to submit a Project Report to the Community Board. Project Reports are to be 

received no later than two months after the completion of the project or if the activity is ongoing, within two 

months of the funding being spent. 

Applicants who fail to provide a project report within the required time will not be considered for future funding. 

Please return the completed form to: funding@fndc.govt.nz PDF attachment via email is preferred) OR: 
Funding Advisor 

Far North District Council Private 

Bag 752 

KAIKOHE 0440 
 

 

 

Name of organisation: The Cent re  a t  Ker i ke r i  L td  

Name & location of project: Br ew o f  I s l ands  2024 ,  The  Tur ner  Cen t re  

Date of project/activity: 26-27 July 2024 

Which Community Board did you receive funding from? Bay of Islands-Whangaroa  

Te Hiku                       Kaikohe-Hokianga                        Bay of Island-Whangaroa   

 

Amount received from the Community Fund: $3500 

 

Board meeting date the grant was approved: April 2024 

 

Please give details of how the money was spent: 

• Your contribution to the project and the funding you received from the Community Board must be accounted for 

• Attach supplier receipts or bank statements to show proof of expenditure of Community Board funds. 

 
 

Supplier/Description 
 
 
 

 

$amount 
Receipt/s 
attached 
(please tick) 

Entertainment – Sweet Az band $500 x 

Entertainment – Dogfather band $1,000 x 

Equipment Hire – Kaikohe Hire $389.60 x 

Equipment Hire – Kerikeri Hire $610.40 X 
 
 Promotion – Social media marketing $1000 X 7 receipts 

   

   

   

   

Total: $3,500  
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Give a brief description of the highlights of your project including numbers participating: 

 
Brew of Islands 2024 was a resounding success with 1868 people (comprised of 1525 ticket sales + 343 
comps and sponsor tickets) turning up to celebrate the brews, kai, culture and creativity of the Far North. 
The second annual Brew of Islands lifted the spirits of our community, giving a wide range of ages a much-
needed opportunity to connect and have fun in the middle of winter.  
 
Nine of Aotearoa’s finest craft brewers took part, offering 50 different beers. Far North brewers Kainui 
and Phat House were joined by McLeod’s from Waipu, Pacific Coast from Mangawhai and 8 Wired from 
Matakana.  Powerhouse Aotearoa brewers Parrotdog, Garage Project, Urbanaut and Panhead also 
brought their brews to the 2-day festival.  
 
Entertainment included the popular eight-piece family band Lost Tribes of Aotearoa, Kerikeri bands  
Dogfather and Sweet Az, Whangārei band Mermaid Bait,  DJs Meg, DJ Vanderbelle, DJ JXO, Toy Purple and 
Mamadafunk and Wellington entertainer Conrad Coom and his army of garden gnomes. Kai was provided 
by NZ’s top barbecuer Ken Van Mackelberg, Mrs Miller’s Mussel Fritters and other local favourites.  
 
Public feedback for BOI24 was overwhelmingly positive: 
 
“Fantastic event bringing life to winter in Kerikeri town, well done team!” 
“Great event.” 
“It’s a wonderful event which is greatly anticipated. I’ve been to both now and it gets better.” 
“So great to have something like this in Kerikeri.” 
“Very well organized, thanks for the effort that went into it.” 
“Lots of amazing people having super amazing fun!” 
“Awesome lil festival that is genuine and authentic – like they used to be!” 
“It was so much fun! I’m already keen to get some tickets for next year.” 
“Keep up the awesome mahi.” 
“It’;s such an awesome festival, wouldn’t miss it for the world.” 
“Love it you guys did a bloody good job, absolutely epic vibes, can’t wait to come back.” 
“We are there next year!” 
“Great vibe, trouble free event. Great work lads.” 
“I’ll be bringing lots of friends next year.” 
 

 
  



 

Describe the main findings in your evaluation of the project/event; describe how your project/ 
event benefited the community: 

The vision of Brew of Islands is to create an iconic boutique festival that helps develop the Far 

North’s reputation for hosting vibrant and creative events in the food and beverage sector.  The 

2024 event fulfilled this vision and brought a number of benefits to the community.  

Brew of Islands 2024: 

 

• Brought energy and vibrancy to Kerikeri, giving a lift to spirits mid-winter  

• Celebrated and promoted local brews, kai and entertainment 

• Enabled Kerikeri’s young adults to connect with each other and with older adults groups in a fun, safe 
environment 

• Put the spotlight on the creativity and talent of the Far North, attracting media coverage and national 
attention 

• Attracted leading industry representatives from across Aoteaora 

• Brought out-of-town visitors to Kerikeri, benefitting hospitality and accommodation and wider Far 
North tourism (Community Board funding towards marketing was used to increase social media 
marketing to Auckland audiences to increase out of town visitors) 

• Benefited other local companies (e.g. printing and merchandise, hire companies, cleaners, ice, security) 

• Gave local audiences access to high-quality Aotearoa entertainment 

• Promoted Te Reo by using bilingual signage 

• Succeeded in reducing waste down from 3 cubic metres to 1 cubic metre 
 
We asked attendees what they liked most about the event. Their responses were as diverse as the crowds and 
included the live music, the night club, decorations, staff, costumes, different stages, the vibe, atmosphere, gin 
bar, cocktails, happy crowds, the elves and rooster… and of course the beer! 
 

Brew of Islands 2024 put Kerikeri firmly on the national beer festival map. National companies who attended 
the event were full of praise for the professionalism and positivity of the event: 
 
“Thanks Tyler and Gerry! Such a fun festival, you nailed it! We arrived home with memories of fun times with 
fantastic people. The locals are lovely people, refreshing. Looking forward to doing it again in ’25.” Bruce, 
Urbanaut 
  
“This event was such a great festival, I have done many of them, and this one is on the top. Really great to 
meet all the vendors, great to see every vendor enjoying themselves during the festival. Everyone looked so 
happy. This all comes down from the leaders of the event. Gerry and Tyler, you guys have run a great event. 
Glad to be there and enjoy this with all of you. Look forward to the next one!” Suds, POS Solutions 
 
“Such a massively fun event and well organised. Thank you to Tyler, Gerry and the rest of your team. Also 
thanks to the other breweries for bringing great beer and vibes.” Knox, McLeods 
 
“Epic fest, one of the best. Cheers!” Rich, Parrotdog 
 
“Massive thanks from the Panhead team for such an authentic and genuine festy.  Awesome mix of locals and 
no bad eggs that we encountered. Great vibes all round - a reflection of Gerry & Tyler. Hopefully see y’all next 
year!” Kerry, Panhead 
 
  



 

 

 

Please provide details and attach or email photos and/or any marketing collateral that was produced 
for your event/project acknowledging the Community Board: 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos by Kathy Elliston Photography  - see more on the event’s dedicated Facebook page:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/brewofislands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




