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On behalf of Māori, thank you for the opportunity to present before you today. 

 

I come to you to both ask for your assistance and to highlight the very real damage being inflicted now on the 

futures of my people. 

 

As you will be aware, under the Tiriti o Waitangi, the Treaty of Waitangi, the New Zealand Government has 

responsibilities to act in partnership with Māori, in respect of our lands, our culture and our rights. 

 

The New Zealand Government has long recognised the enormous significance of forestry to Māori. To Māori, 

forests are taonga – treasured possessions with immense culture, spiritual and economic value.  

 

Forestry is also one of the most significant economic interests for Māori. More than half of Māori land is in 

forestry. And Māori forestry assets are valued at $4.3 billion. Given the poor state of the lands left to us after 

colonisation and confiscation, afforestation is often the best option for development and investment. 

 

The New Zealand Government has recently embarked on a review of its Emissions Trading Scheme. In the 

codesign of this review, many commitments were made by the Government to engage with Māori. And over 

many months, Māori leaders, forestry and business interests sought to meaningfully engage with the 

Government. 

 

Despite this, under Climate Change Minister James Shaw, the New Zealand Government worked in secret to 

radically reform the ETS. And they did so without any input from Māori. Since their announcement of the ETS 

proposals, the Government has chosen to selectively consult, limit engagement and provide scant information 

on which to respond.  

 

For Māori, this is not simply an issue of contributing to the design of New Zealand’s climate settings. The 

current ETS proposals are putting a $16 billion economic opportunity for Māori at risk. Under the existing ETS, 

Māori have been working on significant development and investment opportunities. The Government has also 

recognised the ETS review will have a major financial impact on Aotearoa’s poorest, including Māori 

households and communities, by increasing the costs of emissions. 

 

The impacts of the Government’s actions are already being felt by Māori. The carbon market has crashed, and 

millions – possibly billions – of dollars have already been wiped from the value of Māori settlements and 

assets. Over the longer term, the damage to the economic futures of Māori may be irreparable, due to the 

erosion of the value of land, uncertainty around investment and undermining settlements negotiated under Te 

Tiriti. 

 

As a result, Māori are calling for a UN investigation of the New Zealand Government’s actions, and breaches of 

Māori rights under the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

 
We ask for a visit by the Special Rapporteur to Aotearoa to see first-hand the impacts on Māori land rights and 

economic development. 

 

And we would also like to send a message to the New Zealand Government. You must stop now! Immense 

damage has been caused, to the value of whenua Māori, to our Treaty settlements, our investments, our mana 



and our futures. We hope our appearance before this body will help convince you of the seriousness of that 

damage. 

 

Thank you. 

 
 


