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Kaikohe WWTP Working Group Online Hui 29 June 2023 

Held Thursday 29th June at 1.00pm 

at Far North District Council (FNDC) office in Kaikohekohe 

Present:  

Ngā Hapū representatives: Mane Tahere [MT], Tamaiti Wihongi [TW], Paul Wihongi [PW], Floyd 

Wihongi [FW], Karena Rameka [KR], Scarlet Mokaraka [SM]. 

Far North District Council (FNDC) representatives: Jaye Michalick [JM] (via Teams), Ben Bowden 

[BB], Tanya Proctor [TP]. 

Beca representatives: Garrett Hall [GH] (via Teams), Brigette Priestley [BP] (via Teams). 

Apologies: Ted Wihongi (FNDC), Arama Tahere. 

Distribution: All attendees 

Chair: Ben Bowden  

Meeting Notes/Actions: Brigette Priestley  

 

Item Action 

1 Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Options 

PW opened the meeting with a karakia. 

 

Beca presented some additional slides on the SBR and MBR processes and 

provided some examples (Sequenced Batch Reactor (SBR) = Project Pure, 

Membrane Bioreactor (MBR) = Meremere WWTP, Pukekohe WWTP). 

 

At 1.30pm KR requested we put the Hui on hold to allow Hapu time to discuss 

the BPO. TP from FNDC also attended as mana whenua. 

 

The hui resumed at 2.00pm. 

 

2 Selection of the BPO 

MT confirmed Nga Hapu’s preference as the following: 

• WWTP upgrade to be MBR as this is the highest known level of treatment 

(the ‘Rolls-Royce’). 

• Hapu have ruled out 80A Jorden Road for discharge to land; wish to keep 

investigating other sites for a discharge to land (DtL) scheme. 

• Want to keep the option of Electrocoagulation (EC) open; want to remain 

informed about the results of the trial at Taipa WWTP.  

• Want to be acknowledged as kaitiaki in the next stage of the process; want 

to have a co-governance role / be involved in the decision-making 

process. 

• Want to address the additional development in Kaikohe under the 

Infrastructure Acceleration Fund (IAF) and put pressure on developers 

with regards to wastewater management. 
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Item Action 

JM asked if Nga Hapu support keeping the constructed wetlands, noting that 

approx. 10% of the daily treated wastewater flow will always need to go to the 

wetlands to keep them operational, even if a DtL scheme is developed. MT 

confirmed that they want to keep them, and that this is also part of the path to 

land disposal. 

 

JM confirmed she supports the selection of the MBR system and the ruling out of 

80A Jordan Road. 

 

MT noted that they see land discharge as a continuum and still want to be 

working towards that as part of this process. 

 

Next steps: Beca will now prepare the BPO report outlining the selection of the 

BPO, the process to date, and the other matters that require further 

consideration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beca to prepare 

BPO report 

3 Promotional Video 

JM mentioned the proposed promotional video outlining the process to date and 

the selection of the BPO. Hapu would like to do filming down at the awa including 

drone footage of the awa. Also proposed having interviews with the Working 

Group members. 

 

BP reminded the group of the key narratives for the video as discussed during 

the hui on 7 March 2023: 

• History of this working group process 

• The importance of the awa 

• Aspirations of the working group for the WWTP 

• The working group process 

 

 

Working Group to 

organise 

promotional video 

4 Resource Consent 

 

The group discussed the resource consent application. BP noted that Beca can 

propose some draft conditions as part of the resource application for the new 

MBR plant. 

 

Hapu identified that they would like the following covered in the draft conditions: 

• A requirement to keep Nga Hapu engaged.  

• A requirement to continue investigating a DtL scheme. BP noted that this 

would also need to have a timeframe for when the DtL scheme would 

need to be confirmed. 

• A requirement for adequate wastewater quality monitoring. 

• A requirement to only allow correct connections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beca to include in 

the future resource 

consent application. 
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Item Action 

JM noted that a trade waste bylaw may be required to address the issue of 

connections. This would usually specify maximum concentrations of 

contaminants that a commercial operation can discharge to the sewer. MT asked 

if this could include embalming fluids. JM clarified that it should relate to any 

commercial / trade wastewater. 

Beca to include a 

recommendation 

for a trade waste 

bylaw in the BPO 

report 

5 Wetland Planting Plan 

Beca provided some slides on the proposed Wetland Planting Plan for the 

constructed wetlands (CWLs) and noted in particular the need for a by-pass 

during the desludging and replanting that would send treated wastewater from 

the maturation pond to the natural wetland. 

 

Nga Hapu asked about the quality of the wastewater entering the awa during the 

bypass. BP noted that the quality is likely to be worse, however the natural 

wetlands are providing some level of contaminant removal as shown in the Mass 

Balance Assessment.  

 

MT asked if this is part of the initial improvements to the WWTP. FNDC noted 

that this is a substantial piece of work and will need to be entered into the LTP to 

follow on from the desludging of the oxidation pond. 

 

Wetland improvements to be included in the BPO report. 

 

MT noted that there are a lot of separate matters to discuss, including the 

wetlands, and requested separate hui for each of these matters. 

 

Meeting closed at 2.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beca to include 

CWL improvements 

in the BPO report. 

 

BB to set up hui. 

Minuted by: Brigette Priestley 

 


