
           Member’s Report 
 
Name:    Jane Hindle 
 
Subdivision:      Russell Ōpua Subdivision 
 
Date:      15 August to 11 September 2023  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Meetings Attended 
   

Date   Meeting  Comments  

28 Aug 23 Sara Brill, Northland Regional Council Discussion about BioFund and potential 
for Ōpua community to access funding 

30 Aug 23 Meeting with Robert Adams and Lee 
Sutherland to discuss coastal erosion 
and beach management 

Reviewed Oneroa Long Beach, discussed 
Kororāreka Beach, discussed coastal 
walkway Ōpua to Paihia 

31 Aug 23 Community Board meeting Turner Centre, Kerikeri 

1 Sept 23 Meeting with Simon McGowan, 
Principal Ōpua School 

Meeting to catch up on community issues 
as they relate to Ōpua School.   

1 Sept 23 Meet with Ann Pidgeon Ōpua resident to discuss track from 
Veronica Point.  

4 Sept 23 Russell Town Hall meeting Monthly meeting for community hall.  

11 Sept 23 Meeting with Richard Green, Love 
Ōpua to discuss various projects in the 
Ōpua community 

Covered Coastal walkway, propose 
shared pathway between Ōpua and 
Paihia, shade sail in Marina Playground, 
traffic calming measures.  

13 August 
to 11 
September  

Created 14 posts for the BOI-
Whangaroa Community Board page.  
Reach 14,852 ↑ 117.4% | Visits 1,069 
↑ 122.2% | Page Followers 891 (862) | 
New Likes 23 ↑ 475% 

Most popular posts were CB Meeting 
report: Rowlands Wood and Ōpua Paihia 
coastal path (7.8K) new community 
facilities contract (5.9K) Okiato ferry ramp 
(4.9K) Transport Committee Agenda 
(3.1K) Dog registration reminder (2.1K) 

 
Community Issues 
 

Issue name  Comment  

Lack of progress for 
Russell Kororāreka 
Placemaking project 

The community was made aware that a Placemaking project along with 
funding had been approved for the Russell waterfront last term, a year 
ago. I am getting a number of questions from community members as 
to where it is at. The lack of progress is both frustrating and 
embarrassing as I have no reason to give.  

Ōpua Coastal 
Walkway 

There has been significant community feedback on this, not just from 
the Ōpua Community. Unfortunately, most people haven’t actually read 
or reviewed the information provided however, there is a genuine 



desire from locals to retain the cliff walk if possible. I have made it very 
clear that until repairs are done, the engineering report states the cliff 
walk is unsafe so will be closed with a detour in place. It is important 
that the closure is after the Reserve (not Beechy St) and also do not 
wish the closure to exclude opportunities to reinstate, in the event that 
funding becomes available from other sources or other solutions 
become available.  

Community 
Emergency Response 
in Kororāreka. 

Progressing an updated plan with 12 people working on individual 
community cells. Although progress is slow, we are better organised 
than 6 months ago.  

Russell refuse and 
recycling 

Businesses are now going through their Eco-star assessment with 
CBEC and I am trying to initiate discussions on what a user pays 
system could look like over summer 

Ōpua relationship with 
Far North Holdings 

Okiato Ferry ramp in progress. New Comms person has now started, 
and we will meet up shortly.  

Russell Drainage Appreciate the efforts from the District Engineer who is continuing to 
monitor projects. Planning is starting on clearing the town’s stormwater 
system, budget being approved for drainage issues. Drainage work has 
been identified in LTP.   

Russell Cemetery  Running out of space in Cemetery. Land offered to extend area and 
new plots and berms being built. Aiming for ANZAC 2024 completion.  

Maromaku Toilet District Facilities have established a price for annual maintenance of 
the facility so it can be added for consideration in the LTP. Alternative 
will be for community to apply for a grant for maintenance. FNDC do 
not wish to take over the asset, which should sit with the Reserves 
Board.   

Erosion on Russell 
waterfront 

There is significant erosion on the Russell Kororāreka waterfront and 
Resilient Russell and the Russell Waterfront Trust are looking at 
boulders for the immediate protection of cannon on waterfront. Have 
included in LTP.  

Maromaku Roading No progress, and roads are very poor. I have included in LTP.  

Rawhiti road seal This remains an issue. Council is aware of the need, still needs 
funding.  

 
Requests for Service (RFS) 
 
RFS 
number  Date Comment   

(3987148) 
(3996575) 
4032539 

2020 
2021 
12/01/23 

Okiato encroachment at Tapu Point. Signs to be put up by 31 
AUGUST. Landowner will challenge but operational matter. 
COMPLETED 

4137946 6/12/22 Signage for Maromaku Hall is being made. Site visit took place in 
May.  

  



(4125516) 
4139501 

(1/9/2022) 
16/12/22 
 

Matauwhi Bay Road drainage with stormwater drainage due to 
tree roots lifting pavement and drain resulting in blockages and 
damage to footpath. VENTIA ATTENDED AND REMOVED 
SOME SILT. NOT RESOLVED 

4139843 
 

20/12/2022 
 

Reinstate the yellow lines on Long Beach Road to prevent 
parking at turning circle and by fig tree (road narrows). Yellow 
lines have been painted around town – these are not a new 
request, but THESE WERE NOT DONE.  

4144277 31/01/23 Culvert on Council Reserve by Medical centre is blocked with 
weeds causing flash flooding of carpark and ambulance station 
in heavy rain. Funding should be available as this was flooding in 
the Cyclone Hale event. Further flooding on Beresford Street in 
last severe weather event due to outflow of drainage being 
blocked. WORK HAS NOW STARTED. 

4150811 17/03/2023 Causeway to Russell Boat Club on Matauwhi Road (paper road 
section) needs repairs for safety reason. Will need legal, roading 
and engineers involved. ENGINEERING DESIGN APPROVED.  

4153533 10/04/2023 Water created washout which is cutting down a hill likely to 
cause a slip. If unattended, road will cause a slip onto 
neighbouring property and road will be inaccessible. 
INSPECTED? 

4174834 11/04/2023 Boat hull on reserve on Te Hue. Appears first RFS has been lost. 
Still an issue so new RFS has been raised and encroachment 
officer notified.   

4155878 30/04/2023 Erosion on Russell Waterfront becoming extensive. Moved to 
LTP to ensure action. MOVE TO ISSUES LIST 

4127193, 
4111164, 
4118337 

01/04/2022 Stormwater and drainage issues at Okiato. Ongoing for over a 
year now with Council stormwater from road flowing down over 
property. BUDGET ALLOCATED TO ADDRESS ISSUE.  

4159364 14/06/2023 Request for dangerous trees to be removed from Aucks Road. 
Work scheduled postponed until next year. Customer considers 
this is unacceptable. CONFUSION ON WHEN WORK WILL BE 
DONE.  

4169391 3/08/2023 Repairs to scouring caused by waterflows on road reserve at end 
of driveway which has created a significant pothole.  

 
Other Issues 
 
Good to see that we have a new CEO - hopefully that will bring some stability and focus for 
the organisation.  


