Kaikohe — Hokianga Community Board — Members Report April 2021 — Louis Toorenburg

Rawene

1 —Spraying — there is considerable opposition to the continued spraying of roadside verges
and berms in the Rawene Community , this has been ongoing issue for many years now and
stopping the use of herbicides in Rawene is part of the Rawene Community Plan. It was also
subject of a petition which over 1000 people signed. It is great to see the CB has set up a
committee of the board to look at the whole issue and alternatives methods of weed
control. Hopefully this process will stop future spraying happen.

2 — Mowing in the Rawene township, some of this has been unsatisfactory and complaints
have been made specifically to the section between Nimo Street and top of Parnel Road. As
well as in the commercial part of town where section in front of the old Fire Station has not
been done on a number of occasions.

3 — Rawene Campus — hopefully a lease has now been signed by the parties involved, it has
been a long drawn out process, the trust has been advertising for somebody to co-ordinate.

4 — Sadly the little beach in Rawene has been closed by FNDC because of e-coli readings, this
issue needs to really be addressed, there is concerns in Rawene that it is because treated
waste water being released into the Hokianga, especially from Kaikohe, although it is more
likely to be a combination of a number of issues which includes farm wastes and forestry.

5 —Te Maui o te Wai — continues to explore options for a land based wastewater treatment
plant for Rawene.

6 — Rubbish collection point at Rawene Turnoff, is still off concern, with people leaving bags
outside the hours that bags are to be left. Many of the bags come from further afield.



7 — The other biggie for Rawene, addressing the road and speed safety issues in Rawene,
with a member from the Northland Road Alliance meeting with RARA, bringing along plans
of what is envisage and asked for feedback on the proposal which closed on 22 February. It
is hoped that a couple of the safety calming features will be in place before the end of the
June, and the rest completed once further budget has been approved in the new financial
year. | was a bit disappointed that Sandy Morris wasn’t at out last CB meeting as she had
indicated. Hopefully progress will happen quickly as the speed some cars travel at are a
great safety concern, many in a rush to catch the ferry.

8 — Work on the Rawene turnoff from SH 12 has not as yet started but it is imminent
Opononi and Omapere

1 - New footpaths and renewals — it is really fantastic to see footpath extensions and
renewals being done or completed in the Opononi and Omapere area. Signal Station Road
footpath is almost completed and has been done without ratepayers money as full 100%
subsidy was found. Love the little bridges across the dips.

Work is also well on the way for both Waianga Place and Taumatiwiwi Street and
progressing well. The renewal of the footpath in front of the school towards Kokohuia Road
is also being done. | understand that work on the footpath from Omapere towards to school
will also be done soon.




2 - Boat trailer parking is becoming a real issue for the area. Commercial operators from
outside the area arrive en masse to make use of the fishing opportunities out of the
Hokianga Harbour when weather is unsuitable in other areas. This sees at time over 100
boat trailers and associated vehicles park in every available parking spot. They double park,
they park on footpaths and make it difficult for locals to find parking places.

For years the long term plan had in it but now removed a reclamation for boat trailer
parking and new realigned boat ramp for Opononi to make launching safer and away from
State highway 12 as vehicles have to use the state highway to launch boats, at time causing
congestion and safety concerns.

In discussion with the other South Hokianga Community Board member looking at
alternatives we came up with improving the boat ramp at Koutu Point and creating parking
on the nearby road reserve, currently being used for camping. There will need to be
considerable discussion with the local community and nearby land owners.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2AUyjCpulAk&t=6s link video boat trailers

3 —lllegal parking and damage to the Pohutakawa trees near Opononi Store. This problem
has been previously been identified and sandbags impregnated with seeds was used to build
a barrier. This worked very well until, a contractor sprayed the grass growing from the
sandbags causing sandbag wall to breakdown and customers started again to park on the


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2AUyjCpuJAk&t=6s

grass area on top of the Pohutakawa tree roots, causing serious threats to the protected
trees.

| think it is time to either once again reinstate the sandbags or build a more solid barrier to
stop thee unsafe illegal parking practices to stop. There is plenty of parking in the carpark
near the shop, it is basically laziness that sees people parking illegally and rushing into the
shop. There used to be a painted yellow line on the road, but that seems to have been
covered by sand or worn out.

4 —The new toilet is slowly going up and will be much needed asset for the area. There was
considerable opposition to the sighting of the toilet, changing rooms and showers where
they ended up being placed. Concerns were express about potential smells reaching
customers of the café/restaurant above. | hope this is not the case. | am pleased to see the
community painted mural will still be visible.

5 — Manea — great to see the opening of this fantastic attraction, it is also good to see that
the Ventnor Memorial has found a home there, the Chinese community | will be having a
dedication for it in April.

6 — Wastewater Treatment Plant — there is considerable opposition to the consent that
FNDC has applied for. Community is waiting to see the public notification when it happens.
Similarly for the Kohukohu wastewater resource consent.

Otaua .

There continues to be problems brewing at the Otaua, with residents looking at taking
direct action. They are concerned about the traffic hazards cause by logging trucks, the issue
of dust which contaminates their water supplies and garden areas. They are concerned that
they are not able to open their Kohanga Reo which is right next to the road, making the dust
a health issue for the kids and parents that use to go there. The road is no loner being
wetted down to suppress the dust by the logging company.



They are also concerned about the damage that is being done to the bridge, and they are
wondering why the other road is not being used to extract the logs, which would have less
negative effects on the community.

Recommendations:

1 -That the Rawene Community be consulted as to why the level of service for the
township appears to have been lowered, and that contractors continue mowing areas that
were previously mowed by them.

2 — That the closing of the beach in Rawene because of e-coli reading be investigated and
addressed.

3 — That the issue of boat trailer parking | Opononi and Omapere be investigated and
alternatives be investigated.

4 — That the sandbags that stopped people parking on the roots of the Opononi
Pohutakawa trees near the shop be reinstated or alternatives found.

5 — When major work is to be scheduled in an area we recommend that the local members
be kept informed.



